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This nsrrative has been prepared by the Eistorical Division,
AC/AS, Intelligence as a contribution to the history of the hrmy
Alr Forces in the ourrent wers like other studies in the series,

it is subject to revision as additional informetion hecames
availeble.
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Tae instructions to CULEIFAC comisined one wharmse vhich olrrzad

tac WD, Uot only ves omerationcl control ceslimed to the vy dut
‘ all trednin. snd irdoetrinction oo well., .Arp- cocwanders Ce.urrsd

&t the progyect of entructine ressonaibdility for tha srrinin s aaud

incoctrin.tion or fheir cir unit~ to CL-JEILAL, wnd they onroced

..

t00 {3 mog 1it tant (0 unibe voulld be fed viecemesl into the

. Larger aoral olr eobablichr.cntd, dherefore .0 recounendstions rers
to tho oidect b novel Jurisdietion should %z eonfined to oporo-—

-

tlonnl combrol. After extenslve Cebote In Lslin bton thie solubion
crentunlly vne oecenbed.

g, Cens Lillerd 5, Hreruon, the cesior ame comender in the
fouth Faeific, crrived vt Toumen on 0% July 18472, ozly 1 tee’: vwrior
to the onrning of the Tundrlevmsl oflensive, 1o eve as the resuit
ou n reali-ation both By the ~r Iooortient and the Irvre-avrticu-
Larly Wy sdmdrel §imifr--thot tic wmrescnee of ¢, enersl officer
renreseatin- the LArm, 1 nrpently needed in thce Soubh 01110.?

-

accordin-l; on 7 July dhe LLled of J%ndy Lo d inforued Ceomeral 11 won
ol tre 1~tter's desi,m-blon ns Cormvumding Crmerel (WOl 5U243),
TUnited 3tober Arsy Zorces in the Youth Fueiflc .eon (Uillw), 8
1% voe rnde elerr to Sonerel Uoroon $het his moidlon +ounld e

. -
~weordinste o thrt of Vhi.euldd, The irry cowarnder ne chrreed
vith resmonsibility for trcining and sdrlnistrtion ol 211 U. 5.
wliy sroand ond 2ir nersonme) ulthin the aren, exclusive of Grnton

Tedrrd, wnd he vee incdbracted 3o oecict COUZUELY in the nreoration

ond execubtion of wlens for the emloiruient of arcr: forces in the

{,' I';“ ll'l o Lf i \ L’”\;L
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Tae 2otile for {usdrle-mal roorecents the firet cuecersc{ul

abternt on the sers of J2lied fovess in the ireific to momnt o

ey

.-l

~bzined offeasive ¢« cinet the doynosa, 7 )0m -k 1880, Bhe (rte

et

of he initinl rerrnld wmon the wmea-ls -ositione on L Grle-mcl
and ot Fule i, wne ot tho firet choice of the Joind Sidele of 3tnff
in sidnsbon.  Snther it tme the re~ult of the re-id Jinane ex
atvozee €9 m fhrsa i the loasns,  wrly in.r,- the caemr hrd o~

8.0Llirkird Dinceld n% Zulad on lorids Telngds D € Julr 1049

JoarRese wroone cnd Inborors ore resorted nelora os turdnlennnl

recdy to bo din consbraciion of on - irficld om fhe Tun o sleiu, I
toe Jrmenese otonld Ue e dbbed to bons oy bouders on RW drlornel,

the Lo Uebrides, onlys 49 Mlee dietent, vould 1ic *sthin reasonnhle
e and the catlire South Toeifie life line o Justralis vouwld e
nlaeed In Jeow~rdyr,  Uhe nemb enerr rivonce eoudly wpd il 1% ell be
to Vet Jrlcldonle, n liey wolab i ke rouke to juctrrlin.  Snd
fae, et Orledonic's Cefemnes eonricivd of no nore them rryrori-
motely o éiviclon o (woumd treass, ons it~y rourdron {the 57%ay,
cad one medius Doorrdhsent couadron (tho 68th). Cn surcolerxsnl thc
Joo e 5 0w chieezed or it Tould be too lote.

T,

darow font the souring rzd swuer of 1942 exbonrive debnie hod
~riven in Juchingbon over the cbrensth cxd treotlce best dnised to
holc the chzin of iglrmds lecdin: nersse the ~oubh .~ eific to

Zenorsl loearthar!~ dorecs in Jnstrolis, ~aricully the fevnbe vns

CONFIDERTIAL e

&

: i ki
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C{_ FiDEH LA
¢ conbimuztion of thr clecwa.c in opinion Letveen the .z cnd ihe
Jewy e exmprossed In the Joint Lonrd re ort of Seoaberter 1541, %
thot dice the Imar bhod boien o rbond o pinzt orencrodion for o lead
resnalt © sdast Coroony, nointoining fant the Preifie vra the vre-
Terred theonter of omerntions. &hs Army, on the other hond, 1as
erexre of the morcllile nrcessity of chirllen -in the Cer: n rrmies

1
on the continent of mrowe.” This brelie cliferco-ce in chrrtos e

thir'tin - sozlouvrls niloctod the ewbepovont offorte of the t'r0 ror-
vices in the South Poeific, lore dircctl” it influorced $hs cetions
of the .07 vhich rd selected on 1be wlarry £~ Eae deosbmintion af
Gerom industry.  Cearcl Lrnold rorecd fally on e neeaencity of
Loldine fhe el nd cordin, ot ho rne suwily szacisls ol o herwy
dernbs tldch voudd e throtm ween the A7 b fho r.oLal - Covels win
SLOWeLl v, g otr in vhdeh the Souta ynelflc revroccnted oal: cne
sandl osoomenb.  Jue doroads of othor rrecs trore toos e . b0 comidt

¥, ”

cine erfavlicunent of wovorfu aly ~rricone £l rero~+ the CToeifie,
Lowr oao'ter on desirel suel o wove; wenercl .rnold reslsted 1,
Lurberd, o rbressed thet the 4 .1t 20t scerifice its -.opility-,
thet 4% eondd »laee micdl eoidirunls o0 fiaters clomy: the line bt

1t heryy voubeoms vverc toeo fevv to momiib sweh digsversion, WLOY ST
2o held or wobile stridu- forees ob ooch end of the linc, readr ¥a
ralft fron igloxd to iclexmd do wett oro cmens thre 4.

In cecordimeo “rith thic ~l-n %he 116L Zotherdcat Crowm (X

e Gemdomebed ~m the Joblle Torce, Gentrcl Freific, onm 1O Julr .ﬂ

»

Athin b Gopre £33 Tour of ife soworonce desrriod Tor .o wledonis

l"ﬂl H 1AL

-4 f

o
- e
- It
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undor the co.crnd of Col, I, . Zounders. “len these unite arrived

-

0% Pliineg dor Coires on llew Iolcdonic thel” ontered o faw, theater.
. ~ffective 8 1z 1817 the cntire Pueific Jcern oros hnd besn desi, -

rated as & strotesie cren wunder tho eonirol of the Som.onder in fhi~f,

s

T, 8. Pucific Jleot, 10 une AL Ohester *., Timlts. Under CILJEAG,

4
74

afirc) JHadteo vees ‘moim, riood arnsthinr nrTil ofvicer in eorriomd

of the Touth Frelfie. =Shis woe SCLERL0 (Connder, Soutl Taeifie
1

Lren), o tte Viee Adm, Tobvert L. Chormiley.

The nrimsry foglie ae~irmed $o COZCRLD vere $5 (1) hold tho

i1rlané morldione necersar; for thc scouxidy of the line of coxrupic--

tlone DLotuecen the Unitcd Sintes wnl the Southvert Preifle aren, (7)

-

rwyrord opercbions of forces lu the Soutlrrest znd Cemtrol Preifie,

N

d () prevcre to lemmeh r uajor wiskibdious offonpive co dnat sosi-

a

bions Leld by Joman., In ordor to dlschnys oo those Ldzsione, sdoiral

"‘\

Chorzley vis plven oozand of oll uese nmd local defenss Torces thexm
el micd or to Be reri mod $o tho fouth rreifie, e-elusive of the
lend defense~ for Jow Zoolomd,  Under ldm vos o5ill coothor novel
ofiieer, vke o Cocrnder siver-ft, South Freifie (00..I020F.3),
controlled il ooernllons of 211 cirer Lt in %o nrey ropriless of
service or motionelity., Thus the tne': of inidi #in- cir omeroilions
in the Jouth Frellfie Tell fo Zorr AG ., John B. ..2dnin, 175 had
resumed i comannd no OOLARZIELT on 70 I 1349.7  Youcver, direc—

tion of tke -ir ofrorid in the -~roster part of ths fundslesasl cruroiim

et %0 90 the romonclallity of Tonr G, Avbros Y, Tileh, 100 re-
. wloecd lledrin on 130 Eovbouler 19452,

COUFIDENTIA

E3 - ' :

,.. Al SR SR e o A,
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Soudl Preific, Peries .00y i mificrnt of all e i~ wrraln.
Trou Lemercl .ol thed Dor tha wrerscab o-erctions in the Joeific
rore to be reetricted to boosc nocessoyy to sumnort the strabe dic
derensive, nd remuire.cats Tor bhe cren were £9 o held ob o
~inlzmaz consirtont with thut role, ihus it 1n.r iiwrobovle thast tle
oir anlds wnder Gen rel Unriin't CoMewini could npl.y other thom o
raborain. %o role in whin Couth Pneifie. l'ron the oubset the thentber
keld ¢ lov nriority in the plobol hicrarehy of imortsice.

—oree 9405, ng Eoxwon's TN wmit - deri nrted, bnd beex
organized on U0 Jume 1042 at lord Crd, Golif, 1ot Tl Julr, Harcon
s cble to leowe Eroilton Tield +ith the cirvenec cghelon of Lis

commond, rewortin - to COUJFLL jfuch B Crre irder rxnf crteolichin

s
.:!

rovisionel eomurnd wort ~t fuva. awt dop (07 Juir) Guorale; -
inzToried cll Coubth Fucific base comrmders of {he roo-on~idilit tien
ox Bo%ls Comerrd Irroon rnd “rirsl cedein,  O0_IX2u#-U rould eontrsl

treinin, cnd Indoctrinidion of nowd circsclb only; over ..om- odr-

L]
o

credt ho rowdl confine hin cutiorii; to osom.cionnl control. Lon
the eonmond port oxidted $o lowacs onm 29 July, thie eolonirl eroidel
or Trenel Jev Cnlewonis henccroril beccme the eenier on Letivity Tom
Lislddie  wov there uns sons wmrosacet for . betbor basis of or ~nins-
tion :.& . cintrarmee of the Jr.; Torces om tho nuuerens isl-nd vases
recttorad wvout in the Soutl Yreifie.  And simee nt lenrt eccvon
officers of the ordiinal _roun of nine in Mnr.on's advunce echolon
. vere oir forve ofrTicers, there vac woreon to veliove thrt the inter—

scbr of the AT wodd Bo wnderriosd vl Jefexfed s well o 1o

. CONFIDENTIAL
"mj

'y -
£y ok s
Fﬁ'i« T ""T"’f“"fﬂ.«.““
¥
ﬁidﬁ‘fm

e, e
Yo e, o
By i o,
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cormad girvebure vould Horsdt, Lelr. Cenm, Smhhrn . Lvdminm, o0
o Cerbined to Lo 4 tho Lhirteeath Jir Torca, erte out e Haroonte
. ehlel of otnff. T4, Ool. Toom 8. Tirothor rne the fi-hter officer
of UALIiZdy ~% . d-~ter d~te he *ma to oorm-ud the Ti-Lters of the
Zairtesnth Alr Toreo, tlille Sol, Tramt lwercst, ™ roenle Mominrdiont

-

officer, loiar usved over to hend the ALII lomber Jozrnd, “he

sl officer of USTICSAL vos 30l, Touvert O Srocse, nleo of tho

Air Corng, oo tere Iol, Clen G, Jrodison ond i'~t. Trupence 0. Ther-nr,

“hose i nammbe tore resacedivel: 03 sand 0o 67 Herionle Touth

Cenernl U rion ouic'zly roalined the noesor~ids for tho ectoblish-

st of speelid eonbot rouss on tre larger irlonds to wmrovide eontrol

¥,

over (roumd trosws nrd cir units ctisched to coc lelomd, e ro-

Ivotion in Oztover of the I Ialond Somcund

(33

eaects rogulted In the o
(Uo7 Culodoni:) oné the I Islond Gouwamd (T131), el of vhich had
its Irlend Jdr Sonand with rn nir officer exereising local eontrol
over oLl ke oir ueisc dn the conrnd. Thase vere vlreed wnder the
direct combrol of CUIZLIULAD, rmd wion orpmdzetion of ihe tHir—

teenth Sir Derec, the irloel fir com vnds retwined vireclily resson-

)

#inle o Cencprd U-rpron,

hen $ho D=17'e of the 1lth drow Lrnfed on wilrines ces 0nlr oo,
rev Orlzdonin, in L-te Jul;, ireilities Tor the cuv-ort of suciqined
Bo-bing onerrtlons ¢ ~inet the v aese in the Colo-one nre~ vere

-

elin indecd, lovowxnt orders hrd rob becn reeccivel o 'ig=w. "leld

in tine to nerf cdeciwbo prowad wersomnel in rdvense of the froxy s

(IR

oy I
CQ\\‘\}-\U‘Q 3 —

.
TR e P e, e uars e
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¢ir echizlon, ith the recalty thet .nlntomenes erove wore 4111 go: o-
10

vhore i o, Teverthelecs, the 1lth Jrown cntered ilancdictelr
into o 4nily oner tlomnl v tiern vhich reculred the eombit crove i
norforiy thelr o'm . intorsnes wors, ¢ tho foreos ~rihered Tor the
toramit veon Cundolermnl, the 2-17'~ toolr their riobion on Fote
Snéoon the worye srimitive striv hoczod out of the Jun-le rnd coconutb
troees wy on Zgalritn Cinto durdn: the 1nct 7 veslts of Juiy.

Deing for the lradinge om fmod le.amsl rnd vle~i hed beon sed
By OC.OCRAS for 1 Jw mst, thou h sadusccuently it 1. necescrr; to
celry this dobe ons weelr t0 7 S ust. whe role of the «-17's in the
igwsdon vee fixed by JGalral I'204%w, *fen he aacimed to Solonel
Tonmdors the taelr ol etridas ot Cund-lern~l snd Sulori over G-l
periof iedlotcl) preceding the initinl asrauld b the Ziret lorine
<ivislon. Zor & ved: the I-17's gtrue daily ot the enem;-'e instnlle-

tions on the Luam Flaing then, vith the nrines achores on Curdelernsl,

-

the Bboubore uore arcl;med the toc's of scerchin: the oren over the

Lover rnd Jentral Solorons, Shelr trse oo Jemizitu, wiuich wee 240

wiles dictnnt Crom Tenderssn Dicld smd there OULMITJCRLOYe f1c seid

Sarbice loy in fhe Trcond Chrnmel,  Cnly ramvel: could dher lend in

L

-

to nedy von clivoneed wir cirin, for 1t e ualer Drocucat and he v

rbbae b oczes; nlr orad surf. ce ernit.
<8 B emced L orine @ dnecrn pmd the 087 fo koo
vared Lhe Iun s ~trin, uneificiillr ncuod Ucanderron ie2d, for

Tigater »lonen rad dlve bombers, Ictc on the oT%.rroon of 0 L1 et

The firss tuo lorine coucdrons crxrived. (ne wre T2-270 (Loj. John o,

[
B IR
. A iz g

.
»

- ol
T4y 'Ajl).;, i bl
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Snith) vita 19 DMI-dtr, e othor wme TaS--203 (S, Co1, 2t ’M.ru. o,

Lentin), Tiyin: 12 TUD-BYa. Do Grpe loder tlic Toree v iperessod
. by the rrrivel of {ive Z-07'e 1hich nrd Jtowm w from ot % leodonin

taroush fnte oxd “leedritu,  Led by O %, Telo I LIrruon, biece

nlomer, wlus the niee additlionsd Po'Nate +fiich envp in on ™7 S asd,

rerrostabid the ndwnee echelon of the OPtL L1 lvier Yrurdron, ttiieh

11

nov beerrs the firet (o7 wmdt to overcte from Merdercon —ield. Ire-

Ci~tcl; there ziverc £t rnd their ~ubrcournt relnforee.onte 1rere nlseed

wnrder the on roiioral combrol of the [ orime Mlrersll Crows 90 -0

Jolned the ryinds in e defrmes of S dr le-a)d

o

Cearral Y oo Tneoct ¢ omumsr of eriticnl 7nrovlens in the South

I

Leirie.  Cor ihwe lrmr, werblevlerl; ror the AT, the Could srcivie
remrercnbod rnocron thooe elriz wmon the . wailcdle oo radmnent me auh-

ordin te to thtt of the wonem thorter. Sae s on thie obher
hrod, re sain e 1% oojor efvors hore, exmloyin: ite Dert eculmiert
fnC ablest norgonnel., Trac Lo r.onm v+ woreel 1o o thit he eauld vl i
tie ecgoinzent he Bod om herd, sonnorted DY o thinmer flov of uip re-
inforcerent tixn thot recelved by the mowrl -ir commendera, nd in
the Tirhter entegory, the I-<00 vas noe .~teh for the Jersy or tie
enei”s boators, e nline vrmg rn exnort version of the aorly J=59,

oviine 11y dor~bined for the Iritirh, It locied mromer smereinrsing:
eoainent, rad ite oxpien sobon vog of $hie Ligh-orescure tre,
“nee no suwrsly of hlchi-orescure omcen tobiles tme smeilnhle on
Candnleonsd, rormwdleses of otlir chworteoninee of tle nlrne, niloke

.. A

. ora Lorced to re-rin r lor lewrle ~Tiere tho use of oXLen vas nod
= -“-ap .
PRICTRD. COME)

1_~E n{: D ?ET !I?!L
BECUR. o ure.\f,\TLON S

’

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Tk Aol SR AR
PTG
: 1 *
1.: it ; b!,:;bi‘”"i{mﬂ .!.,Alti;w
o Temn d’\.\;\ Rl N ;? LX « 1:}
MEDEMTIAL
COIH; B l_!! l B
mnéodory.  Af ooconserwenes the Bl7L ceorin honore on (Rudlnlenrel
ent bo the lorines in their Sromcan ildents (500), for the
Jdooeners tonbore noroelly ritactod rt ocliidtufens vell obsve 70,030
feot. Sinee fthe @ -407 ' vidh their rvelloble couloacnd vere us Wle
to coldoye nn cliitvde tueh hi fier dhaon 10,000-17,070 Ject, ther

-y

2ol ot join the lnrines in tue intereestion.”
Torrr enxrly in the el n Tenornd Vrndemrldt, Sominder of the

cired .orine Tiviclon, prescnirned tle in~derune of the 000, ST%er
the »lone's Lircd inidind closi vidh the Joo on 31 suoush, the
Lorine oner 1 rees;mdced $hod e A=l rng beln - eclled wmon o

norfora o becls Weyord ite rollity. Ca 4 fenbonbor he inforned

o

venerol Zarone in Hranli {ont e=IC00n o111 rot Te enclorod fortlcr

comeett in ontraoos osors thor ore mtirel; smodtnblie Zor

&3
I
]
Q
lj
2]
]

Soetus® onom dions. Ll Tradeoriftlc st te.cab of the enro s not

catirely coeurete.  ‘uere 'mip o oo for theec slimpes. IY theyr coald

-

not joiln the .o riner in hi b-cliitude Interceptlon ol Jrw nese

"

wommera, lot the atay dorm vithin their effeetive cliitude cxd

—

cooncrate with the rowmd forvees. wie v=o wmefal sor: cxd thoa

L |

b aishb Ve lese ~egbconlor thrn tle Brllli-nt -orfomiones of ke

1

'rrine firhtor vilota, noverdheless 1% woq o mdantontisl contriow-
Hion o She dodomeo of tlo lelimd, ™
Chue from 7

Tosbe oy onrerd, the $78h reont Lie 220700 ond

o' Bl Beoelor rnd Jun loe of Twdnlerx 1, weoinn, stroiing, rrd

* QACTUS vep $ho eofe decl o bion for Cuniclenw
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norccein, the Jowncse ground wnibs.  Coon lhe LI wilois -ere
Ciro-borbin, crexy Lrmenords, Baopror, wosbtrorores in foet ther fid
. overytain - wat ox woje the Joo bombers o Ligd ~ltitude., Ui- fune-
tien ro zdnel cloont emcluclively | ~xine unbll never rodels of 5-50te,
ol fin~liy P=U03'e, orrived 50 renl .ce the F-ol0'~, Ionsits ite
rhorteoain g i FP—"00 hoe redocni.é it<clf in ~orb.  Conepel
Toneoritt conrds tentl: ured the nlrro o
oloced Lir Liriree cxe westlenl-rly o ninet ~v 1 esinte, o
eonnidored the #-I70 ca levwrlarhle sor-on cnd ~~ial Jor ..orve, oml
Comt, Lobb Cordner, CUIAILIZZL0 . cliios of etifl, rexrrded 1t ng
srenondourl; effcebive? in its ntrruins "ori:.l'!:' Ceverthelons
Ceacrnl Lrroon owrerved tho werfor.cnce of o i hders rnl ~vo
chrerined thot ther "wre Joreed %0 ~1lr; r ~ularéin-te role. Tre-
cueatl; e ~ont in $o T Healovsriers vr-ent rocuost for hetier
wlomen,  Ile trmbes TL000e cxd Pa070, rametldn Ve i eowld oor So

ove 20,070 Yent; athoriics the rorle, elen, ~28 oifectlvenes~ of
- P T . ) - Y C ] 16
the LY Lirhtor wnlis in $ic South Sredfie vould he lovercd,

4

~arousnoub the furdrlesm~l ca.ol x one of Cerewd Foroontr

rojor boslse sag o cecure o resudey Tlo of redloce.wot cirerotht oz

[ T 2

crovn bo Bl Bondlh Loeldie.  Lith noesrdly orel recuesd hie v rosinded
of hie thoterts Lo ram’s in oaviorid;, th-t rny consivercile inerc-s

in gtren b ugt wivdt DA{ilix-nt or rior eoriit-ents to otuor

17 -\ - .
N he I of coursc vas not concorncd in t1 .ouote over

— ~e -,

the rol-five arlopitr of the ... in thin Touth Zreilic., -~ rir r0

~uringe Jorecr l-& anfe tho lorine hold won Cw drlew ) ineriorin i

il S

EITE . .- ! '

[
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preesrious, rnd 1t view ooosrent to the Joimt Culefe of Strif after
el dlseursion 0t o rensonrble flor of rivercst 4o 4he Soukh
Zrelfic muat Ve mivioined if tie Lolisd vers to be retoined.
Joaocnese desbroyers wnd croirers repulorly fed in trooms undor
COveXY 0¥ &.rithesr, rielled Fendercon Tield, then retrinted torapd
cwlr before ther covld e cru b br the five and tor-edo boubers on
Curéolermnl. Ty enrly Cetober 1% v evident bt thae Jone seore
casain: grert strensdh Tfor am oite micd recovery of fheir lost oip
inserll-iionn on the irlend, Ladd the nrercuwre of the camem- abtoc:e
in Cetouer, tie Jolnt Saledr of 4.7 re-.ched rrreeirnt on o rehodule
of reinforce .caie Tor tho South rnelifle. fhis ~chefwlo arsvifed for
Tomorrd IZroom s pdndoons of 70 koot bambers, 79 medlw borhers, rnd
13
100 fi-hters, crzelusive of the ©1 Lter sovndron rb o-uboa, of
that mraned o the Jew Torlonders of Tiji (lrser ot Qon~frbu),
cnd of tho forces ot Polrmre, Shriectans, Jommejon, ¢nd Tomning
Lodenle, 2L there clreredt ~nd crevs -ore o be ~b the co.~lote
LLeearel of thn rrep conwmdor (S0L305005), tho roe Fres B et
oo cooub e necesenry.  Dhus rfber eozc ¥ _onths oF comd t in the
Southh oelrie, e .00 con saficrs not Lmd oo rouice on o reulor
foy of rradoeczabs Lo thelr vorn coubluzont oo bired ereus.
Another nrobtlen vihieh mla-wed CU.=l0050 furin, the enrl:s-
rontirr of the Cur(sle~md ensvcima v e Lir i hiliby to moveo hig
Rewyr cnd zodivn bombers 1o to Zenderson Ticlé. imer ben the

corll Cetrehnont of the 78k U1, abor Zcw dron, no othor An” unid

e meed on Curdeolen .n:',_. wntil Deceucyr, %ae irlon? BA beon
- ‘.—“ \ i'. .
At AR L
YORACASS SR RN
Fl

;{}.,‘?\ i P'x Q\‘ . ey i\ A A - ’ .
%’" R B FETI R LR N
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oceurind on 7 Jumast, yob 5 vec’is lobor the loadin - Jiclé une o1l
vragcble b peliw. cnd heewr bortbars thile £l 0%ers tx othcr oo nllor
“ircrrft could overy to only tigr the rolled c-rihr eurfnee i dry,
S0 e hed deltem ol In hecwyr owd of & bizme ctien oflioer vlomoa verc
rounded, wat the 7t v not dedendir Kondlerson oo % the Jon
Towvere. I the coog obdno’zed In vobt veothior, tho TVIt'e of the
Corines rere oner Uil srommled.

Zac wadire cusction of eurmlrln ¢nnbolesn 1 otwe erltierl.  Liere
oo ne nordor ¢ b tho felewd itrolf. Crroo versola Loy off Tmn— 44
Chechrrie food cnd riizunibtion, often tifhdroiin  moc.: durcl; wmder
e farcrt of Jrwmoso olr obires.  ue cabire be.chhiond woe on-
ihin » bub securc. Ineow boaberrs ye wal rl;s gtrue: i the ficld durin -
the drzr, vhile of ol bt Jowonsge curfnce units rheolled 14, i Ll
Tewto.der, Comerel Heruon bad becdnie inere: sindr weeroliensive over

thn eituntion on fasdsldesrs). o wolnted to tho  Tor in eomcentro—
L. %

o

Plonr of cnowy eireo~th on 2ou - inville rad in thic ~i-uorein, oo

o 3

-

wll ag on G & leennl Lteclf, There tvre n rime ovmorbunidr for

-

e Deevr boabere, Tnt fhey ecould seeo:slich vors 1ittle fo lont oe

]

”~

thiops vora Tovedd Bo To-e $I0 nildos to tho rosr in _emiridn f.’:*nto.l
T el7le gonld do no rore tkro ocereloni Al otr 2 throu s Tendeorron
in $heir offort o ~trite rd cnory shxin-ine in the min-Isnsled roee
ot the -ouilioen t:.'.‘- of ~om vinville, rwd the l-g’t of fucl an tho

Lolrzd woocventud v4de mrococlare on ~nptvedne: rore then o ~morndie

nd 1isited gcordo
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Tayyky cond rolatorrnee of Tasdrlerenl v mad 2 roemoncibitig
of CRLIWORAD, Chic oo the 1Ty'e tact.  Cherclere Remesl oT.om

cid mot viek to eritielnze tos rovercly, slnce he ~me "nob Tull:-

eo, niorat, nor nerli nt oyrescl $ive of all the Diebore thet Lo b0

J

influmace Jovy doclodon.t  —ub Lo Tfolt th.b cxdrbdn  Loos of zir

ceilitics vee drocesble to the loe': off wipor in Lrluglne w curfice

troncrord, wortlculorly Lot of vioor in incuorin - reold estr Foemt

of rir ineiells tloar on the novly won inlrmd, L rcescmined the

Ciffienltic~ vhich ool the nownl oon rrieore, but UChe noint ie

b it i not bthe coneuszin fhouwdat in ever; ioval Gon opdorte

Tind rmd She vlon 610zt have -~ Lt firct -nd dnoedi- te objective

the coloure rnd Covelowuent of Ceebtur oo ogn LAD Doso. 1% svme €3 o-

thins ti b could Tellor aloni. P
If e Comorn) Tomonts D4 elir [ thet the J--none cowld not

e doworbed in the Tolomone iT wrem 1 fione for om elTogbli-re rir

R &

)

ceeoli weon thodr wocitiont wrers Lofb to "olle rlom. ! Froe-bedl:
e wrgod Aulrcl Cwomaler 50 ~serd the ortrDdlicloont of freilitioe
oy I-171- on Lenferson TLeld, Tab throwghout Te bomber cot rueh

uer opeee mAlcicl., In dvetb Ty mid-lovie er the Ay eonnonder
shrondy s dowbtel tlult Gocclennrd could e held of rll, uwnlers ore

Ticorous tebtlon vire indticzted o Guivciu,  Slg meesir e, inersrsed

Curdn ¢ the Tfollovdn,~ month., e ~oe«ibpilit; o

e
(]
[l
4
3
Q
[
3
[
]
peds
b
=
Al
H
.

Leerrle even nore rool, cad lbroon vs eonvineed thot the I could

g touwld recover Lusrlesr-d welec~ She lrrines vore sireasthonoc

LY

~nc walen dhe Zesss 'bo*“x,)r‘:r'cz eod e brouwat wm to fenleveon.  Cnlr-
SuuF

Q\“\PL\ U" e

¥ =
|
\f !
3
T e o o e
.
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ALo Voro could L dierwios eosil, ro-ei the Tuin-lonolel rren
vaere the onory wercsled Lias curavee oxlb wor Vi, weenalts wnon
. tie Lover Solo.ong.

I om rmrdyels of the curresd sitw ddon inm corl: Cebourr, Trr on
oircred thrre comorobn ~um-onbtloms to OO0 QL. Liped, in eddiose
reinforgencat of (urdnlein l ot not leer Than e ordv-lont of one
ionwentn rocinent ol comrt toecsy oesondlys, o Intomcilicr sion of
rov-d e~updy ce noblon ln the =~ tere of the Tover Joloromss omd
lzdrddly, 320 mro o El-witel of 011 rixdrone construchlon worsonnol,
$o.othior ~-ith eon~trastion econlromt rad cwrlies.  dir veoeos rolr—
tions for Gu dlerned izalnlald dhe cor-lotlos of 2 pliote~ih-r
ran v e ant Cloverscd ci-nddnce, lisreveorent of Duelin o errbe s ord
ol ermowllose, xnd lowrovernnt of fhn ol sl <o 1% thers
vould. Loy e wp-1la0le oozindow reccrvo of 75D 077 collone.
hem £11 thig 1.5 roady, oir ecom mnders chould Inltl:to intencive
cir omeratioms (. cinst Luin-Jdonoles-Thdel cal Dur., conblmmin o
toe eroo tioe ghortercm-c cir orerntion~ novinet lend, scen, rnd air
ohjoctlivos

Cx 0 Cetobder, ¥Viee A illin. 7, Holner rolicved Moirel
Chorrle;” as CU.3(245 ond the ohom 2 in comwm? mloeed o ne complemn-
ion wion the cnblro South Poeifie rrew. U $he cows G Lor.oon hed
reporisd thot Gundileocn:l vos Jright shere it -+~ froa Pae Wuginnin, e

Jov there oo hose for on imeedlcoto loewrovenemt.  The arondlins

L]

worelniem pb UL L2700 »emidl; Clecn-cired ond 00017 3TRLD eould

. report oot MiIrleer 1o fing--fody $o li~teon, roomonsile iz Lie

OPFDENTIAL e L

L R R T Ty -y
" -y
b e =2 e b i A e i e om e =
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ctititudo cnd zeove o1l hos the drive, initl tive ol courco 49 ';eb

~
et

thin -z done.! loliove our hecds aro vl ! Zroviwsn ther vore,
. Cert-.inly» the rosorbe evatine from LOTTIZA rffer Dniepst ropi-vl

vere rosresainl- ovdiizictic vhien exnbracted vith the loomp nros-

naots ountlined in lemicnbor nd onvl Jeotobor.

(\(\l\irir\ [ l“'

'
A oy

b
3
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Chrmbor I

wed BADl SUR LRG0 LD

In vie of the vitzl decisions riffectin. oard:lecrol «iie!
uore resched in oshlin ton in Cotovzr 1047, it 1a <usworl: to fo

e sy

exooine in cong (otnil the ensretlornsl role of o .o” izm the South

dneldfie Taring the eriticnl month~ of the eorrism on the Ioter

[

Jolemogas. It e ovidont thet the sa-idlon of the Toul Freifie

- -

rir foreer Lnd Loon siren $uonad rnoooorecult of cmomy mrecsare, ror

the fhront to (unirlerxol Lol driven ho e ihe necer~it; for »rovid-
ins o royplor schodule of reslege.sabr, L1 oef cirlisneooacls the
coLrmd etructare v d weon ghron thoned imé elepidiad hpr Ll drst
anlacste eoopor bilve ¢ Bbltvde (xnd W Lie ooowoorlocniers.  Cuabher-
tore clore wayrles L sredialbls of tho ~omier L cnd oo eonomalers

o5 Joonen cre L Teedor el bendol, do0 sreilitalc elosir rel iione
“gbrrec. ftae o pervices in the Coudl sceoifie.

~wen prior to hic orrivrl ot Downwn, Consrrl lomion ronlized
Bact luc’d-xd ton boo ir to ke roox b0 porm.li dntic te comunet LB
tic mroores” or oyoabe, fLlthond: Ittt oclird of<leiallr ud Bees
cerl s tod ne Lhoodrenrtors wor Lo cntire Youbl woclile.  Jerelore
o L} e n i - - 1 - - -
Bo ord Dliched Sor vxd ceholon Lo Qrusabors ob L 0oar TLOT0 Foadontel

slntidned hecdew rbers in tho Inrbor sboard . Ioopne, ¢ vorior

oo rine tovder,  Toth conior officers Lefd - opoep roliolon ouirnd

|
]
[
T
-vl"‘“t
)
1
1_'_-{
=
—

i = T T T - T
R A - -1 Fi"
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then in e lowd, ~here Unj. den. Zmsh L, Zinsoln roucined in clicrge

off LU.LITALY ndndniely tive ~ecblon *Tideh ~we %o i-infoin conkccb~
. iR the Ut ool xl Lroet rad rir Cores. Sri, . il Foverd (-

Zrecge lzatdcs po. cdnad dn To

Wt Bl T L besmor T wrren

»ledonle ln Lowoilir. “hon Ulsey -yrived in the ooubh Freific,

Lo voe o o ore inelincd thrx Conerol Lrroon 50 conbrol a-ex - tiszs

Frou fuelend, LIEIT hzoooved crlare T.e remudtiut nrosl dty of the

ne-tenm rtere mor 1tted enot -xd drosucad cond et Dobueen the clde

of the $10 mepvices

Larow ioub Semtenueor cnd Cebobor ftho —-17' of fhe S eou-

timued to enre; on thelr eonedlirr seryel rdssion~ Tra.. Jo-iritn

Jhnko or vihen mowdTIo Dro Ll lernsl, e mrkin v funotion of

the Lo v barberr, once e “rrlnor ore Lsror on vl Terrsl, oo

To o bral Cie vt tors ATing north of e 1ALt rmd o Toom ULLLIGALE

Tl luforsed ot 1o Trocaoso swrdree .ovo.ontt,  L.ecordin Io- dhe

Lozhers esverad il rorrel gechors Thlsh fromicd oud in o mosdihcresborl -

cirnebion Iron Urlritu lonto in narror orer ol 6% cogll, erbendin -

ormpozd.t Lokt oI0 miles vith o LI0-mdle 10800 b ile extrecit;n,
a0 covered 7ot g Dot oon Jexte Trlu Loend $lma oot in the Do
Coorpde crew. hen gornditlome wer-dtted rto-in - throw -l Cancilesmnd,

tae vorerss could cxiond their rox oo Turther norii te moints rbove

the Toip-diorsl-nd-l-lei raoz Taie,r covldd rlatcin clorz ntc.
orn cae.ys shivoin novin - doem fron Tl or Lraln,  Thece verc loms

. tigslons cwir. An: 17 hours in £1dm: time, r1thoun R it 1vs not ol oo
wellble to comilote overy neurel, ovin + 2lther to Lo vertler or
. .-—-"".llw_\& ] o - - N - ;-“.’-\’
(("m \- IR TR B o G '
! ' 3 Vo T :Iq‘
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enci., ceblon, overtlolocs, s ostubictle L san o Lo otoretions

cowviled Tor o sontle of o1 oeeb mnd Sombonbor incicrtod o tobel

. -

of 122 reorehi-nlome ir.e-ofle, Jow cu rTuerow of L.orc blem 1,000
Ldles wor mloglown; ta to this Jiure _met bo lled 1EL sl mes vieleh
vere sont o o sicelal wonuin: misslons, or 1,400 _ilew ver folte-
ofiy, In (diition Buere tme (Lo wot lpesnsiderchle .oveicud of siv-
erciy sobicen uces dn Hroo o tlon Yor 11 fhese .issione.

Zuel ol & eilifties re.sdnel o PLorn In bie sice of dolonel

[

.

Sraumders furousjoub . uck, Sembo ser, rnd Cetobor.” Cm 71 Zenbouer,

a

Gorersl Frroon dod resorbed ticd e 'xy commetin~ 11:i%ed ojer.tione
~
wroas {modpleozod itk L-171c.Y oub tho necondt £iill 1- Touon
"llised. ! Shoro ~iimi;c v nod cwiliciont fuel of LUcondor-on e
werndb eontinmaons onver flone, cxd Lt wrs not vmill o exnd of Cetolar
LT Ir b eaploec clioate of Wolre To o eoe.smd lnd elesred the
vnbers of the Iover colooous rufdicleallss to sordd coms 00 $0,n.07e
into [ucdrle nr Lo widh ong e res of acourity., .7en 1Y fuel b4 been
cwciloble, thers wos o 1ol oF scpvlee sorponael; dupin - the firet
< monthi~ of o-erblome 1% v~ the Jorine roud erece 1hw e ouldcred
©rabcbratizl ~here of the burden of refuelin- the L=171~ %
~ordorson thore Whiy tore Just o casious cnd Getoridned o ,cd

?
us servieel (o our o°m wmoosle,d Tell it =i hi owu, Yor cvery

caln cunls or dre_ed In the tciers norbh of Uordercon ~icld e oue

{1

er~ B3 200 itn droc s pliore om i Wel ohos oF fuw.rle nel.
Cn the runs nortl: of Hrislerssd no. oF aierlon could erax

boor, Z-171g :.l;:.r. seetors Those Wl covorise rerulred on much

. A F:.
COR AL

e e )

L % A \uL.J(L"n. ot dan
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o,

we 1,0 mile~ of £33 Gt ters not o9lsz o omornie vith Suid cfriciene;
oo atritdn - wlranoee,  Cnoges rion Bh~y moved 11 e ot s d0 Dlota
on e ermtorn cide of ouw-invillo o ¢ then orouwl bo toud: fhe i
Ineenre,  Cud Jor tin pord twrd the wlemsc esninoed thelr siasions,
gnxrying ortbrey fuol to cnehle the. 59 eover the Jlet-mee -nd - radinead
womo ool by nflord 4o wrocncet of cocurin: Iidc. e pren o e
lover tin of Lou ~imwille, -lcre Thr Lo roar of Tonolel rnd 20 ecobtlo-
S oot oof Duin Ly heldnd Cenecly oofel orklond I-l-zd, s noed
nroTlitaple Tor attre’s O =17V, Mowe e a docol colnt for emerr
caivoin - vovins o Drom Tlwcul, rlen, cad drdn.  reruently it tve
nogrluls to erdeh i errro voseol, ¢ tuxior, o1 £ rurenis - e 1f Saved
to or Ireu thin wiint or rafe nt smelor in tho hertor; wmlortuc-tel:-

- - 7Y

the wresence of necrdys chlli Ticld nofa it~ Grnoor oone.
Lae eercv oLl sunaelel Cotm te Jurdslonnal Jrom Ladn 1-o

Wobiten the o foor e rroum om the vert, Drxbe Iscuel srd Tindeowd

to the eooet., This -wre the JMSLo%, 1 lowren wlonco- crvorizm L ozt

(RN

[
-

Triled 0 il rome lind of cnecr er %, cnl e liet of contrcie

ineluded nurrly oyox, code or in the Jirac-e l v, Tuesbrorerr vere

olacive, noasur reTle, rd wverr JTLITioawit fo kit e "nunders dio-
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In order to cover the area adeguately, Colonel Saunders by

October was sending out four plemes dally from Egpiritu and Henderson
Field. The four loft Espiritu at 0500, searched 1,000 miles between
294° and 524°, and then landed on Henderson Fleld. Next morning these
sane four B-17's would cover an arc 450 miles deep bebween 300° and
540°, in courses which carried them o within 50 miles of Rabaunl.
This method afforded efficient coverage, bub weather often provented
1t8 use and the group commander was "geiting to be an old man from
sweating the boya in. n%l In eny case, the Exprees ran on and ssarch
over southem Bougrinville was made more than ever hazardous when the
Jap drought down a fresh and highly tralned fighter unit to defend
the Shortland area,

Lt was not easy to hit the Express. The hostile forece did not
enter the effective radius of action of Marine alrcraft based on
Henderson Ficld wntil late afternoon, which restricted retalistory
attacks $0 a single mission before nightfall, and often it was im-
possible to hit the destroyers before dark owing to weather conditlons.
On occasion, when moon and cloud conditions permitted, the dive and
torpedo bombers could continue the atbacks throughout the aight, bub
effectiveness of the planes was severely limited on moonless nights."‘z
Colonel Seunders was at a more serlous disadvantage back at Beplrltu,
By the tlme a striking force of B-17!s could cover the 600 miles to
Guadaleanal, the enemy was out of range and dispersed up the Slot, which

43
vwas the case "most of the time.M .
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COHSOPAC relied heavily upon the B-17's dally semrch over the

Shortland ares for inforuntion on enemy surface movements, At times,
. the bombers went even beyond the Solomong., For exarple, on 2 October

two B-17's flew far anorth of Bougeinvllle to photograph enemy installaw-
tions in Xapinpomerangl (Greenwich) Island and gave the ares a&
strafing, 4

Barly in October some sttempt was made to restrict Jap use of
hig Buka field, but in the attack delivered on the 4th, only ome 3-17
could break through the weather to drop 20 x 100-1b, bombs upon the

45 mobt daye later another raid hit it more

gterlp and parkways.
g#0lidly; the bombs splashed along the runway and amid parked air-
eraft, 10 of which were assessed as d.estroyed.% This time the Jap
was surprised; even one of hia two defending Zeros waz shot down, dub
the final day of reckoning for Buks lay far in the fulure, These
ware at best ne mors than sporadic ralds, The fuel at Henderson
could not pump vp a sustained offensive as yet, but notice vas belny
served wpon the Japoneee that the B-17's could reach them throughout
the éolomons. Cn the 13th a flight of sixz more B-17's dropped 12,000
pounds of heavy bombs on the Bulta strin to erphasize this polnt.
Guadaleanal was not yet seeurs, noi so long as the Express
could feed In &5 steady increment for the Jap groand forces. Hornsh
hod gone up into the Shortland area on & October and her attack had
hit hard at the vesgsels in Faisl, preparing for the »mm south through

the Slot. It was a Sunday punch; good, bul not repeated, and the
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Bxpress ran on. To devlse a befter method of halting these shipments,
Admiral Ghormley called s conference at Zepiritu Santo.47 The B-17's
. told him that the ships were gathering at Falsl, and he had only a
slender foree to meet Jap determination., Dut by impressing Helena,
Dungan, and Hefalla into Forman Secott's task foree, there were 2
hoavy cruisers, 2 lighis, and 5 destroyers to send ouit %o cover the
laf} flanl of the Army convoy en route up from Noumea..48 Late iz the
efternoon of 7 October Admiral Scott led out his force from Espiritu
and steamed on a northwesterly course for Remmell Island. Mis eyes
1 wore those of the B-17's, covering as always the Jap movemente
around Bougainville's southera tip. 2
By 11 October the search planes had their information. Shortly
after noon at 1345, COMAINWING One flaghed word that his planes from
Hendersgon had sighted 2 crulsers and 6 destrsyers, all boiling down
the 5lot for Guadalcanal and only 210 miles out. During the after-
noon, 4 waves of epemy planes roared over Hendersom. Approximately
75 alrcraft dug at the field; although the enemy lost 8 bombers plus
4 of the escort, he succecded ln hampering the long-range search.
Since nothing further was sighted, Admlral Scott approached his
action thiniting his opposition was substantial bub no larger than
the 8 vessels reported to him earlier in the day.é’g Despite lack of
information, the resulting Battle of Cape Esperance opened by Helens
at 2346 on 11 Cctober was a decisive success for Admiral Scott's

foree, The Jap was driven off with serlous losses; 3 crulsorge-
o
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maybe 4-w-and probably a transport commrised his losses. But the Jap
was ready to sccept such bemporary sethacks.

Search planes flylng up the Slot on the 12th saw visible evidence
of the damage inflicted upon the enemy. 50 gmg 31718 aaded to the
Jep's difficulties when lMaj. Narce Whiteker led 3 of his 723 Squadron
B~17's over Buke and Li. Col. Donald E. Ridings, 2 others. A total
of 40 x 100-1b. bombs cub dlagonally across the runway, destroying 10
aircraft on the ground, plus 1 of the 2 that abtecked.™’ Next day
Qolonel Saumders repeated the Buka mission., This time 6 planes sent
12 x 1,000-1b. bombs down on the strip to desbroy parked alrcraft,
then moved south to hit at the 36 ships gighted in Tonolei Harbor.
Zwenty-two S00-pounders went down on the transports, 1 of which
scored o direct hit; of the 26 fighters abttacking, 6 were shot down,
but before the planes returned to Henderson that night, 1 navigator
and 1 engineer had been killed in the actlon, 52

Back on Guadaleanal the Bettys had smashed all afternoon ot
Henderson, with only slight interference from the Marines' Grummans,
the P-39's, or the P-400's. The old P=400's crulsed around at 12,000
feet looking up at the Jap formetions at 30,000,while the new P.39%g
struggled wp to 27,000 and could go no higher; insufficient warning
had prevented the FAF's from making contact in force.” All the
fighters landed between 1330 and 1400, While they were on the ground
being refueled and rearmed, another wave of bombers came over o drop
their bombs at will., Thers were hits and casusliies, both on the
field and among the 164th Ianfantry, then dlszembarking at Iumnga Polnt.
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411 day the Seabees of tho 6th Battalion raced wp and down the
strip with thelr pre-cu} larston met and with thelr preloaded dump
. trucks, each ¢arrylng a load carefully measursd in advance to fit
the size of the expected craters; yet by noom 13 holes wers visldble in

the msin mway.s""

Prodiglous effort barely kept the field in opera-
tion when Jap artlllery for the first time began to reglster on ona
end of the runway. This was ¥Plgtol Pete," of 111 repute to the men
around the airfield; when the P-400's prepared to take off to track
bim down, the mission suddenly was canceled. Scuttlebut gquickly
spread down the lineg--ng gas.ss

Sometime before mldnight on 13 October the ZExpress arrived, and
it wae a big one, Perhaps 2 battleships were there, with 1 1ight
erulser and 8 deagtroyers. First there was the sound of a smell
plane overhead, then the glare of 3 flares--red at the west end of
the strip, green at the east, and white in the center. Fvery man on
the igland knew vwhat 1t meant; what he could not know was how bad 1%
could be. The first salvo hit on the west sids of the fileld and the
others walked rlght across In a perfect pattern. TFor 80 minutes
the furious borbardment cont!.nued.ss Heavy shells crashed inito the
gasoline storsge and an ammnitlon dump, while all over the field
the slreraft went uwp in clouds of smoke and flame, In hundreds of
foxholes and improvised bomb shelteras, men clung to the ground,
curgsing, praying, and In some cases, going oul of their minds, Past
mldnight and on into the early morning the shells continued to pour

.. into the area. Not watil 0315 did they siop, only to be replaced
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by enenmy bombers which flew over the fleld in £iighis of three and
. bombed untll norning. o7

Farly on the l4th amid the shambles of the field, Oclonel
Saunders led out his remaining B-17's, Although less than 2,000
feet of the runwey remained wsable, the bombers took off, drawing
70 inches of pressure to do it~-buf they zot off and not a cylinder
blew o'm;.58 Two of the original 15 plones had been hit by shrepnel
and were abandoned; officers of the 67th Fighter Squadron, acting oh
instructions from lMarine headquarters, went through these two bombers
to desiroy the radio equipment, maps, charts, and confidential papers,
end removed the two Norden sights for concaalment.sg Two other
bombera were left behind due %o lack of maintenance and spars paris.
Henderscn was useless for 3-17's, Over a month was to pass befors
they eould retu.m.so

¥hen the heavy bombers had gone, four Favy dive Dombers were
left in commigsion to stop the Japanese task forces now able to shell
Henderson out of axistence.el And %o make matters worse, Pigtol Pete
was back agaln, His first shells fell short, dut his accuracy im-
proved during the day. The shells came over irregularly, perhaps twe
every 15 minutes, but as fast as the Seahbees tackled one erater,
another shell would éig at the same spot, scatbering men and equip-
ment. Fevertheless, the men of the 6th Seabees filled, tamped, and

laid thelr mat, and for a time were able to keep the fileld, or part

. of 1%, in usable condltion. Between the bursts, four P-400!s were
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hung with 100-1b, bombe. The pilots, parachutes sirapped on, walted
. in a near-by foxhole. OUne at a time betweon explosions they wounld
make & dash for thelr plane, but not always could they reach the
alrcraft before the next choll wan on its way. Dosplite the efforts
of the Jap artillcrymen, the P~400's got off, with the shalls
literally openlug up new craters under the tall surfaces as the
plmnes went erazily down the runwsy. But they dld not lmock out
Pete. The Jap guns were numerous, very well concealed, and were
frequently shifted; ladtof fuel canceled further efforts to locate
6
then on this dny. 2 Every drop of gas was saved for fighter defense,.
Jup pressure was relentless, His bombers and fighters struck hard
at 1154 and agein at 1303, both times without warning and without
intercention. The bomb craters eould be filled, but Pistul Pete
puncbured the mat too frequently; the Seabees foll bekind in their
race wlth tha artillery and in the afterncon of 14 Cetober, Eenderson
Fleld wae out of o;pe'z:an.iii.on.65 The situation was desperate and the
Yarine commanders kmew it. A Harine eolonel vigited the 67thls
area, In words reminliscent of the Phillppines he warned the pi.].otm:s4
We don't kmow whether we!ll be able to hold the field or not.
There'e a Jeopenese task foree of destroyers, cruisers and troop
$ransports headed our way. Ve have enough gasoline left for one
uiesion against them. Load your elrplanes wlth bombs and go oub
with the dlve bombers and hit them, After the zam is gone
wo'lll have to let the ground troops take over. Then your
officers and men will attach yourselves to gsome Infantry oub-
fit. Cood luclk and good-bye.
Providentially in September the Seabees had lald ocut a grass strip

some 2,000 yards digtant and parallel with Henderson. This field was
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rough and short, bul 1t supported the lizht plames during these
critieal dasrs.ss At 1445 on the afternoon of the 14th four P-39's,
each with a 300-1b, bomb, and three 0ld P-400's loaded with 100-1h.
bombs took off with four SBD's to sirike at a Jap task force off
Santa Issbel Island. Six transports were strung out in line astern,
well. sereenod by crulsers and desftroyers; when attacked they threw
p heavy AA fire, maneuvered violently, and not & hit was scored wpon
them by any of the improvisged or regtlar dive bombers. 66 Thng more
precious gas was spent and the enemy force moved down toward
Guadaleanal, Two hours later the same planes went off azadn on the
same misslion. Meanwhile, someone remembered the abandoned B-17's,
Gasoline siphoned out of the two bombers provided enocugh for one more
migeion., This time even the "P-400 klunkers® were loaded with one
$00-1b. bomb, with which they staggered and wobbled from the runway.
But they made it end clesred the field, The mlssion cost the 67th
one plane over the task forces, which received two hits from the dive
bombers, and enother when the flight returred to Henderson after
darik, In landing, ons pilot ran off the runway to erash into a pile
of metsl matting, vhore his pleme crushed a Marine field at'hendant.67
Fever before and never again did the Jep succeed so well in
destroying alroraft grounded on Guadalcanal ass during these mide-
Octobexr nighte.sa His Express ron again on the night of the 14th
and by morning there was not much left of Henderson Field. Fortumately,
the shelling had been of shorter duratiom than on the terrible night
of the 13th. PT boats had contributed to 2 premature withdrawal of
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the warships, but during the night five transporte anchored offshore
only 10 miles from Henderson field where troops and suppliem still
were belng unloaded, Here were prime targets for the torpedo planes
end the strafers., DIub there wers no torpedo planes and no gas for
the 67th's s'hrafers.eg

Gas was on the way, 1f the defenders of the fleld comld hoid out.
By mid~morning of the 15th 1t had begun to arrive, ferried in by
G-47's. All day long the big transports came in from Espiritun, each
with about 12 drums--onough to keep 12 planes in the air for 1 hour,
Ag each plane landed from 1ts 640-mile flight from Espiritu, it
braked to a skiddlng stop, the drums were rolled out on the ground,
and immediately the transport took off again. Pistol Pete saw to
that. Zver while the transports were ferrying in their fuel, the
Marines scoured the beachhead for any stray cache of fuel which
might have been overlooked or forgotten in one of the widely diespersed
dunps, By the end of the day more than 400 drums had been located.’®

Yow that gos was avellable there was foverish activity atong
the ground crews. Battered planee were patched up, pilots belted
thelr owvn ammunition, and armament crews shouldered the backbreaiking
task of bowbing wp the planes without bomb carts. Hoisting a 500-1b.
bombd on a trvek bed required 10 men. The bombs were haunled %o the
vicinity of the plane and rolled through the mud into position, where
ag nany men as space would permlt crowded under the planes' bellies
. to fit them Into the racks, And all this on an empty stomach--hard

tack and cold haghhad been the only food for more hours then the men

[ - ”
o - e e ey e e~ E

QOW\D‘G«W L

[ - . gt e AT
O LA R ARG IS T it T

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

cared to remerxber,

Down the beach there were targets, plenty of them, Eight miles
distant, between Kolumbona and Dome Reef, five enemy transporis snd
elght DD's were pouring ashore upwards of 10,000 troops of the Second

Divigion; 71

this was no longer herassment or infiltration--it was
invesion in fores. A1l day on the 15th the SBD'g with 4the P-38's

end P-400's of the 67th dive-bombed and strafed the ships and men
slong the shore. AL fire was heavy and the Jap meintalned a constant
patrol of Zerovs over the convey, but the results achieved by the 87th
vera encouraglng. Ome pllot got a2 probable hif, two others scored
hits which demeged two transports, while a2 fourth landed a beautiful
direct hit on 2 transport which cauvght fire, exploded, and sank. In
addition, there was time to knook down one flghter, but the operations
cost one pllot.?z That night there was more shslling, an hour of 1it,
This time the Jap had lost some of his transports; three of them were
blazing hulks on the morning of the 16th,

The task now was to destroy as many as possible of the men and
supplles which had been landed and concentrated along the beach and
backk in the edge of the jungle. Thus the dsys that followed saw a
weary succession of missions which ghuttled down to Kokunbona and back
to ‘Henderson for rearming and refueling, On the 16%4h, the olé P-400!s
and the P-39's made seven separate attacks on the Kokumbona area,73

bombing, straflng, and harassipog the Jap with no resplte. There was

. no reet for the ground erews either. By day the Jap still was
bombing the fleld while by nlght he contirved to shell it, using
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even the deck guns on hls sutmarines, The 6§7th'cs pleanes were wear-
. ing out. On one mission four P-400's were sent out. The first

carried a homb, but only ons of its machline guns would fanetlon; the
second had a bomd but no machine guns In woxkiag order; the third
end fourth plenes had most of thelr guns in commission but carried
no bombs., Vhy were they sent out in this condition? "Well, they
would acare hell oubt of the Jeps anywey--keep them running. HMaybe
some of them would bresk thely necks diving into holes. a4

The Jar was investing heavily in Guadaleanal; to meet him, re-
inforcements began to Teach the Marines, On 13 October the 164th
Reglumental Combat Tean of the Americal Division went ashore to
bolster the Marires, and 1t was a timely arrival.75 To help out the
weary flgater planes on Henderson, six B-17's cawe vp from Espiritu
the next day to atrike at the transports and thelr escorts along the
beach, but darkmess prevented locating this force in Indispensable
Strelt--nor wae the target at 1ts reported position. Or the 15%th,
11 bombers tried again; this time they found the ghips. One trans.
port already wes afire, probably from dive-bomber attack on the pre-
viocus afternoon; 49 x 500-nounders from the heavy bombers possidly
damaged another: in addition, they hit a warship (probabdly a light
erviser) and set it afire. The Jzp hud provided Zero cover for the
unloading operatlon, but nearly half of his force of 20 wase shot down.
The B-17's, badly damaged, all Tecrossed the 640 miles to Zspiritu.’o

. The enemy's troops had gone ashore, and althoungh they had sacrificed

much of thelr heavy equipment, Henderson Fleld now wes only precariously
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in American haunds, ZEven while the B-17's were over Kokumbona, an

eneny destroyer stood offshore and shelled the bomber strip. Hender-~
. gon Fleld was out for the present.w Reval and Marine alreraft were

inzctive, although the P-400's carried on from the grass strip.

The Japahese apparently were optimistic over the outcome, for s
German broadeast, relying wpon & Tokyo report, snnounced Japanese
capture of two important alrflelds from U, 5. forces in the Solomons.78
Not quite, perhaps, but very close, The lavy had revealed on 16
October that more enemy troops and equipment had landed and that the
fleld was under naval fire, but little beyond that., A hint of the
highly eritical sliuatlion lay in the statenment of Sscretary Xnox
that he “hopes and expects” that Guadaleansl ecounid be held.'{g A
fuller and surprisingly accurate snalysls was pregented to the publie
by the New York Tlmes' commenbtator Charles Hurd, who assumed that de-

fensive alr povwer at Henderson had been overwhelmed. 80

S0 1t was, but
only temporarily. Prodiglous effort soon had erased the pock marks
frow the alr strip and the public was informed that the field was in
use on both 18 and 17 October, but this was a Dit opiimistic to tne
men on the gpoi. IFnemy artillery contimued to harses the bomber strip
which was still out of operation on 22 Octoner.al
Degplte all his losses--both of aircraft over Henderson and of
shins ont iIn the Slot--the Jap eontinued to send down the Express.
I% came through on the 16th, the 18th, and the 20th; although the
. ships were not transports, destroyers and crulsers fed the units

ashore with forehoding and monotonoue regularity. Enemy bombers hit
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the fleld almoat daily, and =11 along the line there was evidence

that Japanese presesure was increasing., Search planes revealed a
. growing concentration of combat vessels and cargo ships in the

Horthorn Solomons and in the Eobaul area. An enemy submarine prowl-

ing alongz the supply line into Guadalcenal hit Chesgter, while converted

carriers moved down on the 15th to send thelr plenes against a convoy

headed for Guadalca.nal.gg On the ground Jap patrols were tesiing

llarine and Arny forses along the Matanikau while fresh artillery

took wp the shelllng of Henderson Field,

The Jap possessed impressive surface strangth, but COMSOPAC

could only gmesa at its approximate nmature. He did know that 1t ‘was

necegsary te scrape the Paclilc for every available plane and ship to

meet the aniicipated thrust., On the surface there was but one battle-

ship (¥Washington) and ons carrier (Horpet) with an attendant pair of

beavy and light crulsers. 3But back in Hawall, freshly repaired

Fanterprise and new South Dakots were ready to move out from the

dock yards with thelr escorts. On 18 October the forece left Pearl
Harbor for the South Pacific and 1t was high speed all the wa.y.as
In the nir COMAIRSOPAC needed all the heavy bombers he could find.
Cn 15 Octoher, General FEmmons had been instructed to relieve the
veteran and worn 19%h Group, then in Aunstralla, with the fresh 90th
equipped with 3-24'3.84 As the sguadrons of these iwo units passed
across the Pacific islands, some were stopped to provide a reserve
for the Bth and 1lth Growps., The firat squadron of 12 planes of the

. 90th Group was dlrected to move o Australie, the second was assigned
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to Hew Caledonla for temporary duty, and the third as well was
evthorized to move to the South Pacific to relnforce the heavy-
bomber strength wnder Admiral Fitch 1f CINCPAC so desired.3% To
further strengthen the South Paeifie, on 26 October movement of the
19%¢h Group back to Hawali was halted by Adniral Halsey, who held all
usable B-17's at Fiji to meet the current emergency. 86 MHovement of
tha 90%th Group began on 19 October when 12 B-24's left for Australia,
Yoxt dey mdditional reinforcements moved out for New Caledonla; 20
of 25 fighter pllote scheduled for General Harmon's fighter squadrons
left Hawall in an L?B-SO.S? The second unit of the group to move out
was the 32lst Squadron, which left Hawall with eight B-24's on 26
October.

Helsey had contacted General Macirthur as to the latter's need
for addlilonal B-24's, and a reply on 28 October indicated the planss
were neefded in Australia but that aircrews would require training in
night operations. A further reason for delaying part of the S0th was
the faet that heavy rains in the Moresby area had seriously erippled
heavy~bombardment operations, which led Gensral Kemmey to believe
that for the moment the planes could be employed more effectively in
the South I’aciﬂc.aa

In eddition to these reinforcements, on 27 October General
HacArthur was directed to send eigat P-38's immediately to the
South Pagifie. He was reluctant to let these planes go in view of
. General Harmon's information that Henderson was inoperable for most

types of planes and that there were no belly tanks or mechanics there
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at Guadaleanal, Nevertheless he held three B-17's and eight P-38's
standing by to mske the flight, desplte stronz doudbte that the P-33's
would overcome the prevailing headwinds oxr even maintain visusl contact
with thelr escort. General Marshall believed that these planes would
be unfit for action by the time of their arrival; wpon his suggestion,
General MacArthur was instructed to hold them on call from General
Harmon. 8

Already in September, 15 P~38's had been diverted from Australia
to the South Pacifie, and by 20 October most of thess had heen ngsen—
bled and were flying. Genoral Harmon could report the presence of
6 good P~-38 pllots with about 100 hours each and absut 10 "real good®
pilots wnder tralning. He felt :bhat these should provide a "hight
11%tle flight soon,” but he d1d not ilntend to move the unit uwp to
Guadaleanal untll both Colonel Strother and Major McNeese, the
squadron conmander, agreed that 1t was ready and untll Henderson
Fiald was secure from ghell fire.go The fleld was not secure and no
P-38's reached Henderson in October to joln the fighter defenses,

To support the surface forces, COHSOPAC had at his disposal on
Espiritu Santo a total of approximately 85 patrol planes and heavy
bombers. Up on Guadalcanpl the Marines had ready for combat 1 7BF
end 16 SBD'g, but less than half of the total mumber of fighter planes
on the island were ln flylng condition on the 26th; only 18 F4F!s,
P=39'a, and P=-400's were ready.gl Alone, this strength was not
encugh; but far to the northwest General Kenney's planes were haras-

sing Jap preparations for the great thrust by hammering at Rabaul,
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and on 24 October Enterprise had jolned Hormet northeast of Zspiritu.
By day enemy bombers hlt Guadalcanal harder than ever befors,
. althongh the Grunmansg nade 1t 2 costly business, In one raid on the
234, 16 vombers and 25 fighters came over, to be intercepted by 24
¥4F.4's ond 4 P-39's, The action was brief and decisive; when it
was over the lMarines had shot down 20 Zeros and 2 of the bombers,
without loss %o themaelves.ga But Jap plana wsre inflexibdle,

Even prior to the carrier actlion, Japanese ground forces threw
themselves agalnst the Marine and Army defense lires around the alr
strips. The enemy had planned a simultanecus attack from a point
along the coast and from another south of the airfield, Originally
both attacks were scheduled for the 234, bubt owlng elther to 1n-
abllity to reach the designnted positions in time or to misunder-
standing of oriers, the southern wmit 4i1d not attack until 2 days
later, enabling tha defenders to concentrate sgainst each one
geparetely, 93 The first assault came on the 234 as schedumled, and
1t was no patrol action, This time there were tanks--10 of them-
and artillery end thousands of fresh troops to throw againgt the
Marines end the Army defenders, Four times the Jap beat agalnst
the 1st and 24 Battalions of the Sth larines, dug in along the
Hatanikauw, and four times he was stopped. Half~tracks with 75's
pleked off the tanis one by one as they attempted to eross the river;
with the tanks many hundreds of enemy iroops were lost.94

At dawn on the Mth stlll ancther atterpt was made. To meet it

. the P=400's were up to bomh and strafe the enemy lines snd once
ageln the enenmy attack falled, All through the day the Jap continued
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his asegaults, pushing at the Hataniltau; now he was free of alr attacks,

for heavy rains which began at 1630 had grounded all planes. Very
early on the morning of the 25th snother Express was offshore, bring-
inz in relnforcementia, while over Henderson Fleld 5 Zeros arrived

at 0800 to elrele above the strip, makking no effort to stirafe it.,
Soon they were jolnmed by 7 more plus a medium bomber, all apparently

walting for the anticipabed landing siemal. >

It did not come. In-
stead, 8 Grummans left the muddy field and shot them down. HMoreover,
as the mud dried, heavier planes could take off, During the after-
noon 4 separate attacks by SBD'gs and P.39's wers delivered agninst
the 2 crulsers and 2 desiroyers 1n the Express. At 1420, Lis. Dinn,
Furnell, and Jacobeen in P-39's caught the ships northesst of Florida
Island, barely missing them wlth their 500-1b. bombs. Two hours
later these 3, with Captaln liitchell, were back again. This time
Lt, Jacobgen put his bomb squarely on the heavy cruiser.gs Kear
nisses on the light crulser added to the damage and both vessels
moved slowly off, trailing large oil slicks asbern.

Back on Guadalcanal another thrust was yet to come, for now
the enemy was in a position to make hls atteck from the south, Hare
he struck along the Lunga Ridge, south of the fighter strlp, where
the perimeter was held by the thin line of the lst Battalion, 7th
Marines (Lt., Col. Lewis B. Puller). On the night of 24 October,
shrieking, yelling Japs of the 29th Infantry Regiment attacked in
waves, repeating thelr charges throughout the night. Early on the
morning of the 25th, the 3d Batitallon of the Ameriecal's 164th
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Infantry (Lt. Col. R, K. Hall) arrived on the line to relnforce
iChesty” Puller's men. Xow, on Guadalcanal's ®Dugout Sunday,?
lMarines and Army $roops, the latter in thelr first combat with the
Jap, together repulsed the final assault, The Jap took his losses,
re-formed, then reopened his attacks on Sunday night, aimingz them
now against the Army battalion. Colonel Hall'sg men held firm. The
eneny could not break through the perimeter, degpite all his efforts
that night and on into the Monday morning, In small strength he
reached the crest of the ridge, then fell back. $ix hundred enemy
dead lay in front of the Army's battalion alone, hundreds more in
front of the Marines; none had come closer thanl mile to the fighter
strip., With daylight three P-400's and two P-38's joined in the
rout of the enemy by bombing and strafing the area south of the
fizhter strip.w But there wers fresh Jap troops ashore who could
cerry on agalnst the tired defense llnes. Alr defense was operating
wnder very seriouns handlesps, while steaming down from Truk wes a
powerful Jap forece, the greatest yet marchaled azainat the American
positions in the Solomons.

The pearchers were out from Esplritu, both B-17's and PBY'g,
Over sast of Malaita, Lt. Mario Sesso of the 5th Growp, who was out
on hls firgt mission in the area, found one section of a task force
on the afternoon of the 25th. He clung to his contact, developlng
it unitil his report covered a batitleshipn, several cruleers, desiroyers,

and poesibly a carxier. Afier he had observed the enemy ships for
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over a half-hour, seven carrier-borne Nagoys Zeros engaged Sesso's

. B-17 in a2 running fight but they could not shoot 1t down, desplte
complete failure of lts lower turret and loss of onme gun in both tail
and wpper turrets. One Zero blew apart in its frontel attack--one
whick cost the life of the B-17!'s bomberdier--and later two others
fell away smoking; Sesso'r information got through to GOMSOPAG.QB
Other search plenes revealed sinilar forces converging on Guadalcanal—-
dastroyers, cargo vessels, battleships.

Search reports reaching Admiral Halsey revealed 8 heavy forces,
ineluding 4 carriers, 4 ER's, and 8 CA's, 21l in the area northeasst
of the Santa Cruz Islends, Here 1% was thet the planes from Horneb
and Interprige fought out the air action kmown as the Batile of Sants
Cruz Islands or 26 Ocbober. Againet one of the enemy's surface
forees, 11 B-17's were sent wp from Espiritu, Nine reached the
target area to find a battleship with 2 destroyers, but the 30
bonibs dropped from 20,000 feet achleved only close misses agsinst
the rapidly moving vesssels, A second flight of 5 bombers, out after
the same teek force, contacted a better one. Three BB's and 2 heavy
erulaers were the targets, but the bombe from the 4 attacking plenes
all migsed from 17,000 feet.gg

The effect of the alr action on the Jap was not determined. He
had taken heavy damoge on one of his best carrviers, on some of hig

latest heavy cruisers, even on &n old battleship, but 1t was "unlikely

. that the damege suffered by the Jepanese in the Batile of Santa Cruz
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Islande was immediately instrumental in saving Guadslcanal, w200

. Certainly it was a costly battle for Admiral Halsey. The enemy
retired in damaged condlitlon, tut he had csused the loss of Horpet.
Only one damaged carrier, Enterprise, remained to COMSOPAC,

1f the Jap advence had been predicated upon capture of Henderson
Filold--as the Navy believed~-then the Marines, the Americal's 164th
Regiment, and the few planes on Henderson had sgaved the day, 104
Henderson Field, though crippled, was s$ill in American hands. Its
dlve bombers, torpedo bombers, and P-38'e¢ could hwrt any surface
force approaching. The enemy knew thig; he retired and in 3 weeks
wag back again wlth weapons which he folt would secure possession
of the fisld--infantry units.

Thus another battle for Guadslcanal ended., After the Japaness
rotirement, the B~17's returned to their delly mesrch pattern. By
27 October General Harmon felt that the immedlate crislis has passed
and that the sltuation did not necessitate immediate emergency dis-
patek of any additional heavy bombardment unite from the mainland.

He now bad 47 B-17's avallable of whick 35 were ready for combat on
the 26th. BEight B-34's were en route from Eawail and 7 B-17's of the
19th Grovp